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The  nxuaber  of  dependent  and  neglected  children 
receiving  oare  away  from  their  family  groups  has 
been  rising  steadily  during  recent  years, according 
to  the  Indications  In  reports  received  by  the 
United  States  Children's  Bureau  from  the  metropol- 
itan areas  cooperating  In  Its  project  for  the  cur- 
rent registration  of  social  statistics.  The  In- 
crease has  occurred  mainly  among  children  In  fos- 
ter homes.  The  number  resident  In  Institutions  has 
remained  relatively  unchanged. 

Pifty-flve  child-placing  agencies  oaring  for 
dependent  and  neglected  children  from  17  metropol- 
itan areas  have  filed  with  the  bureau  since  Jan- 
uary, 1929,  reports  on  the  number  of  children  In 
foster  homes  on  the  last  day  of  the  month.  Similar 
Information  for  children  In  Institutions  has  been 
forwarded  by  192  agencies  caring  for  children  from 
21  areas. 

When  the  monthly  average  for  1929  Is  taken  as 
a standard  of  comparison  (see  accompanying  chart). 


there  has  been  a remarkably  consistent  rise  In  the 
number  of  children  In  foster  homes  on  the  last  day 
of  each  month.  In  May,  1932  (the  latest  month  for 
which  complete  reports  are  available)  the  number 
was  more  than  one-fourth  greater  than  the  1929 
average . 

The  number  of  children  In  foster  homes  and  the 
number  In  Institutions  tend  to  Increase  especially 
rapidly  during  the  winter  and  spring.  In  the  in- 
stituticns,  however,  this  seasonal  rise  Is  fol- 
lowed by  a drop  In  the  summer  and  early  fall  which 
has  made  the  number  of  children  under  care  at  the 
end  of  each  year  approximately  the  same  as  at  the 
beginning. 

The  strongly  upward  movement  In  foster-home 
care  and  the  slight  total  change  In  the  number  of 
children  in  Institutions  were  significant  trends 
present  In  reports  from  all  sections  of  the  United 
States,  as  Is  Illustrated  by  the  annual  averages 
for  the  reporting  areas  given  In  Tables  1 and  2. 


Table  1.— Average  monthly  number  of  dependent  and  neglected  children  from  17  metropolitan  areas 
In  foster  homes  during  1929,  1930,  and  1931  and  percentage  of  annual  change 


Metropolitan  area 

lumber 

of 

agencies 

Average  monthly  number  of  children 
In  foster  homes 

Per  cent  of 
Increase  (+) 
or  decrease  (-) 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1929 
to 

1930 

1930 
to 

1931 

Total  - 17  areas 

55 

8,707 

9,548 

10,354 

+ 9.7 

+ 8.4 

Buffalo,  I.  Y. 

4 

1,156 

1,275 

1,571 

+10.3 

+23.2 

Bridgeport,  Oonn.  1/ 

3 

119 

133 

138 

+11 . a 

+ 3.8 

Olnolnnatl,  Ohio 

3 

680 

649 

670 

- 4.6 

+ 3.2 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

4 

1,906 

2,127 

2,387 

+11.6 

+12.2 

Columbus,  Ohio  1^ 

1 

180 

187 

169 

+ 3.9 

- 9.6 

Dayton,  Ohio 

3 

177 

192 

206 

+ 8.5 

+ 7.3 

Detroit,  Mich. 

6 

2,377 

2,629 

2,667 

+10.6 

+ 1.4 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 

1 

191 

183 

196 

- 4.2 

+ 7.1 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

3 

92 

107 

129 

+16.3 

+20.6 

Lancaster,  Pa. 

2 

96 

107 

119 

+11.5 

+11.2 

Louisville,  Ky.  2/ 

3 

238 

299 

410 

+25.6 

+37.1 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

9 

695 

804 

840 

+15.7 

+■  4.5 

Newark,  I.  J.  1/ 

2 

169 

175 

152 

+ 3.6 

-13.1 

lew  Orleans,  La. 

2 

44 

47 

52 

+ 6.8 

+10.6 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

7 

466 

517 

532 

+10.5 

+ 2.9 

Sharon,  Pa. 

1 

18 

19 

20 

+ 5.6 

+ 5.3 

Springfield,  111.  1/ 

1 

101 

98 

96 

- 3.0 

- 2.0 

1/  Reports  from  one  or  more  Important  agencies  not  available. 

?/  Inoludes  for  one  agency  both  delinquent  and  dependent  ohlldren. 
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Oare  In  foster  homes. 
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In  1929  the  average  monthly  numher  of  depend- 
ent and  neglected  children  reported  under  oare  in 
foster  homes  was  8,707.  The  same  agencies  reported 
an  average  of  9,548  children  from  the  same  metro- 
politan areas  under  care  in  1930  and  10,354  in 
1931.  The  percentage  of  increase  between  1929  and 
1930  was  9.7;  between  1930  and  1931,  8.4. 

While  there  was  a wide  variation  in  the  rel- 
ative amount  of  change  in  the  use  of  foster  homes 
in  the  17  metropolitan  areas,  nearly  all  showed 
significant  increases  over  the  preceding  yesx  in 
1930  or  1931,  and  most  of  them  in  both  years. 

Oare  in  institutions. 

Institutions  had  under  care  on  the  last  day 
of  the  month  in  1929  an  average  of  13,513  children 
from  21  metropolitan  areas.  In  1930  the  average 
was  13,619,  an  increase  of  0.8  per  cent;  in  1931, 
13,961,  an  increase  of  0.5  per  cent.  If  the  sea- 
sonal drop  of  previous  years  occurs  in  the  summer 
and  fall  of  1932,  as  seems  probable,  the  total 
change  in  institutional  oare  dxirlng  the  current 
year  also  will  be  negligible. 

Host  areas  reported  increases  in  the  average 
number  of  children  under  oare  between  1929  and 
1930  or  between  1930  and  1931 , but  the  change  was 

Table  2. — Average  monthly  number  of  dependent 
in  Institutions  during  1929,  1930, 


often  slight  in  amount  and  Inconsistent  in  direc- 
tion in  successive  years. 

Changes  in  extent  and  types  of  care  in 
areas  furnishing  complete  reports. 

The  reports  summarized  in  the  study  of  general 
trends  in  foster-home  and  institutional  care,  as 
indicated  in  footnotes  on  Tables  1 and  2,  include 
areas  in  which  one  or  more  important  agencies  have 
not  forwarded  Information  monthly  during  the  full 
period.  Also,  certain  reports,  while  providing  In- 
formation on  number  of  children  in  foster  homes, 
did  not  include  detail  on  the  number  boarded  and 
under  other  types  of  placement. 

As  a means  of  determining  trends  in  the  types 
of  foster  care  given  dependent  and  neglected  chil- 
dren, special,  study  was  made  of  reports  from  10 
metropolitan  areas  in  which  reporting  had  been 
complete  for  all  Important  Institutions  and  child- 
placing  agencies  since  January, 1929 , and  essential 
detail  on  type  of  placement  had  been  provided. 

The  use  of  foster  homes  or  institutions  for 
the  care  of  dependent  and  neglected  children  van- 
ned widely  in  the  metropolitan  areas  included  in 
the  social-registration  project.  This  variation  is 
discussed  in  Oare  of  Dependent  and  Neglected  Chil- 
dren, a special  bulletin  by  Glenn  Steele, soon  to  be 
issued  as  part  of  the  1930  Annual  Report  on  Social 
Statistics  in  Child  Welfare  and  Related  Fields. 

and  neglected  children  from  21  metropolitan  areas 
and  1931  and  percentage  of  annual  change 


Metropolitan  area 

Humber 

of 

agencies 

Average  monthly  number  of  children 
in  Institutions 

Per  ce 
inoreaf 
or  decre 

snt  of 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1929 
to 

1930 

1930 
to 

1931 

Total  - 21  areas 

192 

13,513 

13,619 

13,691 

+ 0.8 

+ 0.5 

Buffalo,  N.  y. 

13 

1,504 

1,548 

1,493 

+ 2.9 

- 3.6 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

6 

183 

185 

193 

+ 1.1 

+ 4.3 

Chicago,  111.  ^ 

31 

2,488 

2,543 

2,481 

+ 2.2 

- 2.4 

Ci  no  1 nnat  1 , Ohio 

16 

1,019 

990 

1,029 

- 2.8 

+ 3.9 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

16 

1,138 

1,095 

1,038 

- 3.8 

- 6.2 

Dayton,  Ohio 

2 

345 

356 

396 

+.  3.2 

+11.2 

Denver,  Colo.  ^ 

8 

806 

776 

745 

- 3.7 

- 4.0 

Detroit,  Mich. 

13 

1,364 

1,435 

1,433 

+ 5.2 

- 0.1 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

2 

163 

169 

167 

+ 3.7 

- 1.2 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

10 

880 

901 

918 

+ 2.4 

+ 1.9 

Lancaster,  Pa. 

1 

32 

31 

42 

- 3.1 

+35.6 

Louisville,  Ky.  2/ 

13 

969 

993 

1,052 

+ 2.5 

+ 5.9 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

12 

334 

310 

315 

- 7.2 

+ 1.6 

Newark,  N.  J.  ^ 

6 

275 

294 

296 

+ 6.9 

+ 0.7 

New  Orleans,  La. 

17 

976 

947 

998 

- 3.0 

+ 5.4 

Richmond,  Va. 

7 

278 

295 

319 

+ 6.1 

+ 8.1 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

10 

285 

293 

303 

+ 2.8 

+ 3.4 

Sharon,  Pa. 

1 

15 

16 

16 

+ 6.7 

Sioux  City,  Iowa 

2 ' 

191 

171 

200 

-10.5 

+17.0 

Springfield,  111.  1/ 

3 

80 

82 

83 

+ 2.5 

+ 1.2 

fichlta,  Kans. 

3 

188 

189 

174 

+ 0.5 

- 7.9 

^ Reports  from  one  or  more  Important  agencies  not  available. 

Includes  for  one  agency  both  delinquent  and  dependent  children. 
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Table  3 Humber  and  percentage  of  dependent  and  neglected  children  from  10  metropolitan  areae  \J  In 

institutions  and  In  foster  homes  on  the  last  day  of  Uay  In  1929,  1930,  1931,  and  1932 


Under  oare  on  the  last  day  of  May  In — 


1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

Humber : Total 

14,801 

15,375 

16,051 

16,825 

In  inetltutions 

7,841 

7,766 

7,767 

7,926 

In  foster  homes:  Total 

6,960 

7,609 

8,284 

8,899 

Boarded 

4,946 

5,787 

6,440 

7,087 

Other  placement 

2,014 

1,822 

1,844 

1,812 

Per  cent:  Total 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

In  institutions 

53.0 

50.5 

48.4 

47.1 

In  foster  homes:  Total 

47.0 

49.5 

51.6 

52.9 

Boarded 

33.4 

37.6 

40.1 

42.1 

Other  placement 

13.6 

11.9 

11.5 

10.8 

1/  Buffalo,  Olnclnnatl,  Cleveland,  Dayton,  Detroit,  Kansas  Olty  (Mo.),  Lancaster,  Hew  Orleans, 
Sharon , and  St . Paul . 


For  the  group  of  10  areas  here  studied,  as 
shown  In  Table  3,  the  percentage  of  children  In 
Institutions  dropped  steadily  from  53.0  on  the 
last  day  of  May  In  1929  to  47.1  on  the  same  day 
In  1932. 

During  the  same  period  the  percentage  of 
children  boarded  in  foster  homes  rose  from  33.4 
to  42.1.  Children  in  other  types  of  foster  homes 
(free,  wage,  or  i?ork)  formed  13.6  per  cent  of  the 
total  group  in  1929  and  10.8  per  cent  in  1932. 

In  May,  1932,  there  were  16,825  dependent  and 
neglected  children  from  these  areas  under  care  in 
Institutions  and  foster  homes,  in  comparison  with 
14,801  in  May,  1929 — an  Increase  of  14  per  cent. 
This  is  a much  higher  rate  of  increase  than  can  be 
accounted  for  by  normal  growth  In  population.  The 
number  of  children  boarded  in  foster  homes  rose 
from  4,946  in  May,  1929,  to  7,087  in  May,  1932. 

Though  the  board  of  certain  onildren  in  foster 
homes  is  paid  by  relatives  or  friends,  by  far  the 
largest  proportion  of  the  cost  of  foster-home  oare 
is  met  from  public  and  private  funds.  The  increas- 
ed number  of  children  boarded  in  foster  homes  is, 
therefore,  adding  definitely  to  the  cost  to  the 
public  of  the  care  of  dependent  and  neglected  chil 
dren  living  away  from  their  family  groups. 


CARE  OF  CHILDREH  IH  DAY  NURSERIES 
In  contrast  with  most  community  services,  the 
volume  of  care  of  children  in  day  nurseries  is  de- 
creasing in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  by 
1932  it  had  reached  a much  lower  level  than  in 
preceding  years. 

With  fewer  mothers  employed,  there  is  lees 
need  for  dependence  upon  day  nurseries  to  insure 
proper  care  of  children  during  the  working  day. 
Also,  where  the  mother  is  fortunate  in  still  hav- 
ing a job,  relatives  or  friends  minus  employment 
are  frequently  glad  to  look  out  for  the  children 
at  home  free  of  charge  or  at  a nominal  fee. 

Reports  from  108  day  nurseries  in  26  metro- 
politan areas  have  been  forwarded  regularly  for 
social  registration  since  January,  1929.  As  is 
illustrated  in  the  accompanying  chart,  the  number 
of  children  on  the  register  on  the  last  day  of  the 
month  has  varied  widely  at  different  times  in  the 
year  but  since  the  early  part  of  1930  has  been  no- 
ticeably lees  each  month  than  in  the  corresponding 
month  of  the  preceding  year. 

During  the  last  year  the  drop  has  been  espeo- 
ially  marked.  For  the  first  five  months  of  1932 
the  average  was  4,766  in  comparison  with  5,469  for 
the  same  period  in  1931, a reduction  of  13  per  cent. 
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Table  4. — Average  montlily  number  of  children  from  26  metropolitan  areas 
in  day  nurseries  during  1929,  1930,  and  1931  and  percentage  of  annual  change 


Metropolitan  area 

Number 

of 

agencies 

Average  monthly  number  of  children 
in  day  nurseries 

Per  cent  of 
increase  (+) 
or  decrease  i-i 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1929 
to 

1930 

1930 
to 

1931 

Total  - 26  areas 

108 

5,746 

5,592 

5,152 

- 2.7 

- 7.9 

Akron,  Ohio 

1 

34 

27 

35 

-20.6 

+29.6 

Bridgeport , Oonn . 

2 

141 

130 

129 

- 7.8 

- 0.8 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

4 

231 

234 

191 

+ 1.3 

-18.4 

Oanton,  Ohio 

1 

34 

31 

32 

- 8.8 

+ 3.2 

Chicago,  111.  "y 

14 

731 

716 

640 

- 2.1 

-10.6 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

11 

473 

440 

387 

- 7.0 

-12.0 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

8 

554 

573 

490 

+ 3.4 

-14.6 

Columbus , Ohio 

5 

221 

246 

226 

+11.3 

- 8.1 

Dayton,  Ohio 

1 

72 

49 

37 

-31.9 

-24.5 

Denver , Colo . 

5 

327 

335 

321 

+ 2.4 

- 4.2 

Dee  Moines,  Iowa 

1 

18 

19 

16 

+ 5.6 

-15.8 

Detroit,  Mich. 

5 

316 

326 

333 

+ 3.2 

+ 2.1 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

3 

229 

189 

182 

-17.5 

- 3.7 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

7 

348 

308 

319 

-11.5 

+ 3.6 

Louisville,  Ky. 

2 

137 

102 

84 

-25.5 

-17.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  1/ 

5 

149 

144 

96 

- 3.4 

-33.3 

Newark , N . J . 

7 

366 

409 

367 

+11.7 

-10.3 

New  Orleans,  La.  1/ 

5 

229 

208 

198 

- 9.2 

- 4.8 

Omaha,  Neb. 

1 

60 

62 

67 

+ 3.3 

+ 8.1 

The  Oranges,  N.  J. 

3 

174 

213 

200 

f22.4 

- 6.1 

Richmond,  Va. 

3 

93 

90 

74 

- 3.2 

-17.8 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

8 

381 

371 

393 

- 2.6 

+ 5.9 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

2 

125 

147 

159 

+17.6 

+ 8.2 

Sioux  City,  Iowa 

2 

113 

90 

67 

-20.4 

-25.6 

Springfield,  111. 

1 

44 

46 

45 

+ 4.5 

- 2.2 

Wichita,  Kans. 

1 

146 

87 

64 

-40.4 

-26.4 

1/  Reports  from  one  or  more  Important  agencies  not  available. 


The  widespread  consistency  of  the  downward 
trend  in  the  number  of  children  under  care  in  day 
nxirserles  is  indicated  in  the  monthly  averages  for 
1929,  1930,  and  1931  given  for  the  26  metropolitan 
areas  in  Table  4.  While  day  nurseries  in  certain 
areas  increased  their  monthly  average  under  care, 
the  number  of  areas  rejjortlng  increases  was  less 
in  1931  than  in  1930. 

For  the  total  group  the  reduction  was  2.7  per 
cent  between  1929  and  1930  and  7.9  per  cent  be- 
tween 1930  and  1931.  In  the  following  areas  the 
decrease  in  1931  was  10  per  cent  or  more:  Buffalo, 
Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland, Dayton,  Dee  Moines, 
Louisville,  Minneapolis,  Newark,  Richmond,  Sioux 
City,  and  Wichita. 

COMMITTEE  NEWS 

The  Joint  committee  on  medical  social  service 
statistics,  of  which  Agnes  H.  Schroeder  is  chair- 
man, met  in  Cleveland  July  9.  Medical  social  ser- 
vice departments  in  a number  of  hospitals  have 
been  cooperating  si  noe  the  early  part  of  the  year 
in  the  experimental  use  of  the  alternative  plan 
for  rqjorts  outlined  in  the  last  edition  of  the 
ocomlttee  handbook.  It  was  decided  by  the  commit- 


tee on  the  basis  of  this  experience  that  counts 
for  certain  items  should  be  made  with  referenoe  to 
individuals  rather  than  services  (Plan  B).  Schedr- 
ules  and  Instructions  for  medical  social  service 
reports  in  the  registration  project  are  being  re- 
vised in  accordance  with  this  decision  for  use  be- 
ginning with  January,  1933.  A new  edition  of  the 
handbook  containing  these  and  other  changes  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  is  in  preparation. 

Dr.  C.  Rufus  Roram,  chairman  of  the  bureau's 
special  committee  on  statistics  in  the  health 
fields,  spent  a day  at  the  bureau  in  July  for  con- 
ferences with  the  staff  on  plans  for  monthly  and 
annual  summaries  of  reports  from  health  agenclea 
cooperating  in  social- statistics  registration. 

The  special  committee  on  relief  statlstloa, 
of  which  Harry  L.  Lurie  is  chairman,  met  in  Wash- 
ington July  18.  Tentative  plans  for  securing 
monthly  relief  statistics  on  a state-wide  basis  in 
certain  States  and  for  including  State  sxmmarles 
of  relief  and  certain  information  on  Federal  re- 
lief in  futiire  issues  of  the  bureau's  monthly  re- 
lief bulletin  were  discussed  and  approved. 
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